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Discussion

AERIAL LIFT PRE-CHECK
Safety Topic V6-0203 Scaffolds & Lifts, Inspections

Before operating any aerial lift, there are two inspections that need to happen: 1) the 
pre-start inspection of the vehicle and the lift, and 2) the work zone inspection.

Check the following components during the lift inspection:

• operating and emergency controls

• personal fall protection equipment

• hydraulic, air, pneumatic, fuel, and electrical systems

• fiberglass or other insulating components

• mechanical fasteners and locking pins

• cable and wiring harnesses

• outriggers, stabilizers, and guardrails

During the lift inspection, also confirm there are no loose or missing parts and ensure 
that all placards, warnings, or markings are readable.

 If any part of the aerial lift is not working properly, remove the lift from service 
and tag out until repairs are made.

OSHA Standard 1926.453(b)(2)(i) Lift controls shall be tested each day prior to use to 
determine that such controls are in safe working condition.

Describe some of the hazards you may encounter when setting up an aerial lift at the job 
site and the best ways to control or eliminate those hazards to ensure you can complete 
the job safely.

Inspect the work zone for potential hazards before moving the aerial lift into position 
and take corrective actions to eliminate any hazards found before operation.

 Survey the area to identify and avoid potential curbs, holes, slopes, and debris.

 Avoid slippery or rocky ground and steep inclines.

 Check current weather conditions as rain, sleet and snow can change the ground 
conditions and high winds and ice can affect the stability of the aerial lift.

 Confirm there is adequate work height available if working under a structure.

 Take notice if the work area is in close proximity to other personnel, civilians or 
traffic and set up work zone warnings, like cones, signs or barricades, if needed.

 Look for power lines or other overhead hazards or obstructions. 
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