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Discussion

AERIAL LIFT SAFETY
Safety Topic V6-0206 Scaffolds & Lifts, Fall Protection

Whether using a manual or power operated aerial lift, workers must recognize and 
avoid safety hazards that can lead to injury, property damage, or death. Only trained 
and authorized workers are allowed to operate an aerial lift.

Fall protection is critical to the safety of the workers in the aerial lift.

• Stand firmly on the floor of the platform. Never climb on or lean over handrails or 
guardrails. Ensure that any access gates, platform chains or doors are closed.

• Use a body harness or restraining belt with a lanyard attached to the bucket or a 
designated tie-off point. Do not belt-off to adjacent poles, structures, or 
equipment.

OSHA Standard 1910.67(c)(2)(viii) An aerial lift truck may not be moved when the boom is 
elevated in a working position with men in the basket, except for equipment which is 
specifically designed for this type of operation.

What are the most common dangers associated with operating an aerial lift?

During aerial lift operation, what are the actions you take to avoid fall hazards?

To protect workers in the lift, and personnel in 
the surrounding area,  it is important to maintain 
stability of the aerial lift during operation.

• The outriggers should be set on a solid, level 
surface, or on pads. Set the brakes when 
outriggers are used.

• When the vehicle must be placed on a sloped 
surface, use wheel chocks if it is safe to do so.

During operation of the aerial lift do not exceed the load capacity limits.

• The aerial lift should not be used as a crane and do not attempt to carry objects 
that are larger than the lift platform.

Never move an aerial lift truck when the boom is elevated in a working position with 
workers in the basket unless the equipment is specifically designed for that type of 
operation.

 Do not exceed vertical or horizontal reach limits.

 Never override hydraulic, mechanical, or electrical safety devices.
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