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Discussion

ATV SAFETY CHECKS
Safety Topic V6-0207 Driving Safety, Outdoors

ATV operators should be performing pre- and post-ride safety checks to ensure that 
the ATV is operating properly. Pre- and post-ride safety checks should include an 
inspection of the:

• Tires and wheels

• Controls and cables

• Lights and electrical systems

• Oil and fuel

• Chain and/or driveshaft

The total weight of the ATV should not go above the manufacturer’s limits, and this 
includes the weights of the ATV, the load, and the operator. Multiple riders on a 
single-rider ATV and the improper installation of equipment can have an impact on an 
ATV’s maneuverability. 

 Check tires to ensure that they are fully inflated.

 Never allow multiple riders (unless the ATV is specifically designed for more than 
one rider).

 Provide attachments and equipment that are appropriate and approved by the 
manufacturer.

 Secure tools firmly to the ATV’s cargo rack.

 Understand the ATV’s trailer loading and pulling procedures. 

ATVs may be used on job sites that could be spread out and workers may be working 
alone for long periods of time. In situations where workers may be working alone 
while operating an ATV it is best to have a check-in process that happens throughout 
the day. Employers should know the ATV operator’s:

• destination or path of travel

• estimated time of departure and return

• contact information

• favored mode of communication (cell phone or hand-held radio)

• alternate plans in the event of an unexpected situation, like bad weather

What are some of the specific safety checks you do before starting the drive on an ATV?

Describe some of the hazards you may encounter on a typical ATV ride.
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