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Discussion

ANCHORAGE CONNECTORS
Safety Topic V6-0211 Fall Protection

The term anchorage connector typically refers to the anchor device that installs into, 
around or on a structure to create the anchor point.

 There are a wide variety of anchorage connectors available on the
market today and anchor points will vary by industry, company
preference, job site, installation type, and structure.

Anchorage connectors install on structurally sound components (such
as a beam, wall, or roof) to create a secure tie-off point between the
anchor and the lanyard on a personal fall protection system.

 There are many types of anchorage connectors available, each
designed to offer a combination of features that fit a particular job.

Grainger.com1 provides the following examples: 

• Concrete anchors install on concrete floors and walls.

• Steel and beam anchors are clamped, welded or bolted to structural steel (such as 
an I-beam, H-beam, or pipe) to serve as a tie-off point for a fall arrest device.

• Roof anchors install on wood, steel, concrete, or raised seam roofs to keep 
workers safe near edges and on slopes.

• Vacuum anchors are used when surfaces cannot be penetrated to install an 
anchor, such as when working on aircraft.

• Door and window jamb anchors don't require permanent connections that can 
damage finished walls and door frames.

• Strap and cable anchors have a loop or ring around each end to wrap around 
structural components when the component is exposed on all sides.

• Freestanding anchors are placed near edges or in open rail yards where overhead 
anchor points are not possible.
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OSHA Standard 1910.140(c)(13) Anchorages must be capable of supporting at least 5,000 
pounds for each employee attached OR designed, installed, and used, under the supervision 
of qualified person, as part of a complete personal fall protection system that maintains a 
safety factor of at least two.

Describe the anchor points and anchorage connectors typically used on the job. How and 
why do they provide fall protection safety?
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1 Grainger Products: Anchorage Connectors; grainger.com/category/safety/fall-protection/anchorage-connectors
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