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Discussion

CHAINSAW PRE-START
Safety Topic V6-0272 Tools, Outdoors, Landscaping

Before operating any chainsaw, take the time to plan ahead to ensure the work area is 
secure and the chainsaw is in good operating condition.

 Ensure there are no other people in the immediate area. 

 Clear obstacles that may interfere with your ability to keep a stable footing or 
that may block your retreat path.

 Identify electrical lines in and near the work area.

 Check that controls, switches and safety devices are working properly. Never 
operate a chainsaw that is damaged or has disengaged safety devices!

 Check all bolts, handles, and the chain for damage and proper tension.

 Make sure that the chain is sharp, and the lubrication reservoir is full.

 Fuel the saw at least 10 feet away from ignition sources.

 Clear away dirt, debris, small tree limbs, and rocks from the chainsaw’s path. 
Look for nails, spikes or other metal objects before you begin cutting.

 Because of the dangers associated with operating a chainsaw, protective 
equipment must protect your head, eyes, face, hearing, hands, legs and feet. 
Ensure that PPE is in good condition prior to starting work.

 It’s important to always operate a chainsaw within your skill level for maximum 
safety.
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After reviewing the list above, what other safety precautions can you think of that would 
be important to consider before ever starting up a chainsaw?

Only trained and experienced workers should be operating chainsaws.

 If possible, it is highly advised that chainsaw operators not work alone.

OSHA Standard 1910.266(e)(1)(i) The employer shall assure that 
each hand and portable powered tool, including any tool provided 
by an employee, is maintained in serviceable condition.

Start the saw on the ground or another firm support, 
at least 10 feet from the fueling area, with the chain’s 
brake engaged. Drop starting is never allowed.
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