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Discussion

CHAINSAW DANGERS
Safety Topic V6-0274 Tools, Outdoors, Landscaping

Kickback, a common hazard when using a chainsaw, occurs when the teeth on the 
chain catch on a solid object as they rotate around the tip of the blade, which forces 
the blade back towards the operator unexpectedly.

• Know where the bar tip is at all times. Do not let it touch logs, branches or the 
ground when the saw is running.

• Keep both hands on the handles and maintain secure footing. A secure grip and 
stability provides more control in the event of a kickback.

• Stand to the side of the cutting path of the chainsaw and position yourself so that 
you are not near the bar and chain when the saw is running.
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Considering the work you do, are there any other useful tips that can prevent these 
common chainsaw hazards?

Pinching occurs when the chainsaw becomes stuck and stalls while you are cutting. 
There are cutting techniques and tools, like wedges, that can be used to help prevent 
pinching.

• If the chainsaw bar does get pinched, turn off the engine first before assessing the 
situation to determine the best way to relieve pressure to dislodge the chainsaw.

Kickback can also happen when the bar is pinched, known as pinch kickback. If the 
bar is pinched on the top of the bar, it will be pushed back into the operator. If it is 
pinched on the bottom of the bar, it pulls the saw forward and the reaction can cause 
the operator to fall on the saw.

• Run the saw at full power when cutting to help prevent pinch kickback.

Wearing sufficient personal protective equipment and following safe operating 
procedures can greatly reduce the risk for injury when using chainsaws. Always follow 
the manufacturer’s instructions for safe operation and maintenance. 
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