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Discussion

CONVEYOR GUARDING
Safety Topic V6-0304 Materials Handling, Machine Guarding

Where necessary for the protection of workers, conveyors need to have mechanical 
guards that protect the employee from nip points, shear points, and other moving 
parts, including power-transmission apparatus.

 Guards may include barriers, enclosures, grating, fences, or other obstructions 
that prevent inadvertent physical contact with operating machine components, 
like point of operation areas, belts, gears, sprockets, chains, and moving parts. 

 Do not remove, bypass, or alter the conveyor guards or safety
barriers. The conveyor should only be in operation when all
guards and safety devices are in place and working properly.
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OSHA Standard 1910.212(a)(1) One or more methods of machine 
guarding shall be provided to protect the operator and other employees 
in the machine area from hazards such as those created by point of 
operation, ingoing nip points, rotating parts, flying chips and sparks.

What specific hazards should workers be aware of when working near conveyors?

What safety rules are currently in place to prevent conveyor-related injuries?

Secondary safeguarding methods, work practices, and additional
equipment may be used along with the primary machine guards for
additional protection, or when machine guards are not feasible.

Distance. Locate moving parts away from workers to prevent accidental contact.

Signals. Prominent warning signs or lights can be used to alert workers to the 
conveyor operation. An audible warning signal can be sounded immediately before 
the conveyor starts up.

Training. Only trained individuals are allowed to operate or work near conveyors, and 
only trained and authorized staff are allowed to perform servicing and maintenance.

Inspections. The entire conveyor and immediate work area should be inspected prior 
to start-up and any hazards should be eliminated before starting the equipment.

Testing. Inspect and test conveyor safety mechanisms, like the alarms, emergency 
stops, and safeguarding methods.

Clothing. Employees working near conveyors should not wear loose clothing or 
jewelry that can get snagged or caught, and long hair should be tied back, tucked 
under a net or a cap, or otherwise secured.
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