
Not for resale or unauthorized redistribution. Terms and disclaimer at weeklysafety.com apply. 

Discussion

CONVEYOR SAFETY
Safety Topic V6-0305 Materials Handling

Conveyors eliminate or reduce manual material handling tasks, but they can 
introduce caught-in, crushed-by, struck-by, and amputation hazards associated with 
mechanical motion.

 Do not remove, bypass, or alter the conveyor guards or safety barriers. The 
conveyor should only be in operation when all guards and safety devices are in 
place and working properly.

 The entire conveyor and immediate work area should be inspected prior to start-
up and any hazards should be eliminated before starting the equipment.

 Only trained individuals are allowed to operate or work near conveyors, and only 
trained and authorized staff are allowed to perform servicing and maintenance.

 Employees working near conveyors should not wear loose clothing or jewelry 
that can get snagged or caught, and long hair should be tied back, tucked under a 
net or a cap, or otherwise secured.

 Clearly marked, unobstructed emergency stop buttons, or pull cords, for the 
conveyors should be installed within easy reach of employees.

 All visitors must be informed of the safe behavior required if they will be going 
near the conveyors.

 Only trained and authorized personnel should clear material jams and remove 
trash or other debris when lockout/tagout procedures are in effect.
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What specific hazards do conveyors cause for workers?

Do you know where the conveyor emergency stop controls are and how to use them?

 Do not use any conveyor which is 
unsafe until it is made safe.

 Personnel must never climb, step, sit, 
or stand on conveyors.

 No one should be near the conveyor 
equipment as it is starting up.

 Never modify or misuse the conveyor 
controls.

 Report all unsafe conditions.
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