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Discussion

DRIVING CAUTION
Safety Topic V6-0313 Driving Safety

Defensive driving starts with safe and steady driving.

 Drive the speed limit, but travel with the flow of traffic.

 Avoid sudden stops, changes in speed, and unexpected lane changes.

 Maintain one car’s length of distance between vehicles for every 10 mph of 
traveling speed. 
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Is it possible to be “too cautious” while driving? Why or why not?

What does the term “defensive driving” mean to you?

Use caution and pay extra attention when approaching work zones, intersections, and 
school zones or when traveling in poor weather conditions.

 Don’t wait to merge when traffic signs indicate a lane closure. Turn your blinker 
on and merge when it is safe to do so at your earliest opportunity.

 Traffic patterns in work zones can change daily. Always follow the instructions 
provided by roadway signs and follow the signals issued by flaggers.

 Look for cross traffic in all directions before entering an intersection. Do not 
assume that other drivers will yield the right of way.

 When reaching an intersection at the same time as another vehicle, allow the 
other vehicle to go first unless the driver signals otherwise.

 Always follow the posted speed limit and remain distraction-free while in a 
school zone.

 Slow down and increase the distance between vehicles when driving in bad 
weather.

Defensive driving requires focus and attention that can 
help motorists avoid crashes and other roadway dangers.

 Safe driving practices require that you constantly 
search the roadway ahead for situations that could 
require you to take quick action.

 Check mirrors and blind spots before changing lanes, 
turning, or merging. Take care to stay out of other 
drivers’ blind spots as much as possible.
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