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Discussion

DEMOLITION: WALLS
Safety Topic V6-0318 Site Safety

Demolition of exterior walls and floors must begin at the 
top of the structure and proceed downward.

 When pulling over walls, or portions of walls, all 
steel members affected must have already been cut 
free.

 All roof cornices and ornamental stonework must 
be removed before pulling walls down.

 Masonry walls, or other large sections of masonry, 
should not fall onto the floor in such a way that 
would exceed the load capabilities of the floor.
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How do you know if remaining walls are stable enough at the end of the shift?

Describe specific safety precautions to follow when walls are coming down.

 No wall section, which is more than one story in height, can stand alone without 
lateral bracing, unless the wall was originally designed and constructed to stand 
without such lateral support, and is in a condition safe enough to be self-
supporting.

 All walls must be left in a stable condition at the end of each shift. 

 Workers are not permitted to work on the top of a wall when weather conditions 
constitute a hazard.

 Walkways or ladders must be provided to enable workers to safely reach or leave 
any scaffold or wall.

 Walls, which serve as retaining walls to support earth or adjoining structures, 
cannot be demolished until the ground has been properly braced or until the 
structures have been properly underpinned.

 Retaining walls that demolition debris will be piled against must be capable of 
supporting the potential load.

OSHA Standard 1926.854(a) Masonry walls, or other sections of 
masonry, shall not be permitted to fall upon the floors of the building 
in such masses as to exceed the safe carrying capacities of the floors. 
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