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In addition to the physical hazards that can be found in construction, there
are many health hazards that workers should be aware of for their own
protection. Lead poses a possible hazard that workers need to be aware of
and recognize. Lead can be found in many areas and tasks such as painting,
metal scrap cutting and recycling, building renovation, bridge work,
demolition, batter manufacturing, ceramic work, soldering and plumbing.

OSHA Standard 1926.62(l)(1)(ii) The employer shall train each employee who is
subject to exposure to lead… or who is subject to exposure to lead compounds which
may cause skin or eye irritation. And OSHA Standard 1926.62(l)(1)(iii) The employer
shall provide the training program as initial training prior to the time of job
assignment...

Why is lead so dangerous? According to OSHA, lead harms the brain,
nervous system, blood, and kidneys. Low levels of lead in the blood may
cause learning and behavioral problems in children under age six. And
some harmful effects of lead are permanent.

Workers may not know they are contaminated because symptoms of these
health hazards may take time to develop following exposure to the lead
containing material. In addition, workers that come in contact with lead
during demolition, paint removal, or even welding or grinding operations
could accidentally take lead home on their clothes and expose their
families.

➢ Never enter a contaminated area without the proper training and
equipment.

➢ Only workers who are specially trained and equipped can work with or
perform removal or demolition work with lead containing materials.

➢ Never leave a contaminated area without following the correct safety
procedures including clothing removal, washing, and tool clean-up.

➢ Proper protective equipment must be worn at all times.

➢ Workers that handle lead containing materials may have to go through
blood-level testing before and after the work to make sure they haven’t
absorbed lead into their body.
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