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Open top commercial trash compactors are essential for companies that
generate larger volumes of waste to help maintain housekeeping and
productivity. Workers who load or work near open top trash compactors
need to be aware of the unique hazards of these large machines.

Caught-in/Between and Struck-by are the most common industrial trash
compactor hazards. Only trained and authorized staff members should be
allowed to operate the trash compactor. Employees who work in the
vicinity of the trash compactor must be trained to ensure all safety
precautions are taken during the course of the work day to keep all
workers safe. Visitors should not be allowed near heavy equipment at any
time.

OSHA Standard 1910.212(a)(4) Revolving drums, barrels, and containers shall be
guarded by an enclosure which is interlocked with the drive mechanism, so that the
barrel, drum, or container cannot revolve unless the guard enclosure is in place.

➢ All operators should be trained how to correctly load materials into the trash
compactor.

➢ The area around the trash compactor must be kept tidy to minimize the risk
of fire, pests and trip hazards.

➢ Inspect trash compactors regularly and report any potential hazards
immediately.

➢ Ensure all guards are kept in place, especially during operation of any open
top trash compactor.

➢ Wear required PPE during loading, operation or servicing.

➢ Use a specially designed hand tool when it is required to handle or move
material in the danger zone of the trash compactor.

➢ Never place your hand, arm or body into the trash compactor in an attempt
to dislodge jammed material.

➢ If servicing or repairs is required on the trash compactor, lockout/tagout
procedures must be followed.

➢ If the machine has been tagged or marked for repair, do not operate it.
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